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 

ABOUT THIS WORKBOOK 

All praise is due to Allah, the Lord, Creator, and Sustainer of all things. May He raise the rank of and 

grant peace to His Prophet and final Messenger, Muhammad, and all of his respected family and 

noble companions. 

Our Magnificent and Ever Generous Creator has bestowed upon us every type of favor and blessing, 

the greatest of which is His Guidance to the true Religion of submission to Him Alone in worship, the 

Religion of Islam.  

 َّمم مخ مح مج لي لى لم لخ ُّٱ
"Whomever Allah wants to guide, He opens his chest up to Islam." [6:125] 

In order to truly appreciate this great blessing, one must look back and reflect about what he was 

upon before guidance reached him. Allah reminds us:  

 َّفى ثي  ثى ثن ثم ثز ثر تي ُّٱ

"You were right at the brink of a pit of Fire, and He saved you from it." [3:103] 

The exemplary gratitude of the noble Companions of the Messenger of Allah (may Allah raise his 

rank and grant him peace) and the great value they attached to Allah's guidance led them to look 

back in appreciation and look forward with concern. Take, for instance, the famous question of 

Huthayfah ibn al-Yamaan (may Allah be pleased with him: 

، فَجَاءَنََّ اللهُ بِ " ؟ـخَي  ـالهَذَا  رِ، فَـهَل  بَـع دَ ـخَي  ـالهَذَا ـإِنَّا كُناا فِ جَاهِلِياةٍ وَشَرٍ   "رِ شَرٌّ
"We used to be in Jaahiliyyah and evil, and then Allah brought us this goodness. 

But will there be any evil after this goodness?"1 

So, as we look back in appreciation, and as we look forward in worry and concern, it is also important 

to note that we need to learn about all traits of Jaahiliyyah, even those we were not specifically guilty 

of, in order to properly learn our Religion and stay clear of all prohibited matters. Allah, the Exalted 

and Majestic, has commanded the believing women: 

 َّبن بم بز بر ئي ُّٱ

"And do not come out improperly dressed, with the open display 

of the first era of Jaahiliyyah." [33:33] 

                                                          
1 Saheeh al-Bukhaaree (no. 3606, 7084), Saheeh Muslim (no. 1847) 
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And the Messenger of Allah (may Allah raise his rank and grant him peace) once rebuked a 

Companion for uttering a displeasing word from the speech of Jaahiliyyah, saying:  

 «!إِنَّكَ امْرُؤٌ فِيكَ جَاهِلِيَّةٌ »
"You are a man who [still] has [some] Jaahiliyyah within him!"2 

Based on that, we can summarize our intention in studying this topic: 

 To appreciate Allah's Guidance, in comparison to the Jaahiliyyah we were upon 

 To remain vigilant against returning to familiar traits of Jaahiliyyah 

 To learn about all other traits of Jaahiliyyah and avoid them as well 

We ask our Lord to honor us with the distinction He grants His truly believing servants, the upright 

people of sincerity, faith, and righteousness, and that He distances us from all blameworthy traits of 

Jaahiliyyah.  

This book, Masaa'il al-Jaahiliyyah (Aspects of the Days of Ignorance), is a unique and powerfully 

insightful work serving this important topic, authored by one of the most knowledgeable and 

authoritative scholars of the past few centuries, Shaykh al-Islam Muhammad ibn 'Abdil-Wahhaab at-

Tameemee (may Allah have Mercy on him). 

About this book, Shaykh Saalih ibn 'Abdil-'Azeez Aal ash-Shaykh (may Allah preserve him) said: 

These issues are extremely important in our lives today. The callers to Allah, the Mighty and 

Majestic, should be utilizing them and explaining them in their study circles and in their 

propagation of the Religion. When people hear that certain things are from the behavioral 

trends of the Jews, or the people of Jaahiliyyah, along with textual proof of that and the 

explanations of the people of knowledge, and that these things are still found amongst this 

Ummah, it acts as one of the most beneficial approaches in the propagation of Islam, one of 

the praiseworthy Salafee methods in da'wah… These are tremendous points which, no doubt, 

we are in need of in every time, and especially in this time. Reviewing them and reminding the 

people about them is a necessity.3 

Our brother, Ustaadh Hassan Somali (may Allah preserve him), and the community of Masjid as-

Sunnah an-Nabawiyyah in Germantown, Philadelphia, have done well in selecting this book for this 

year's winter seminar. I, personally, am humbled and honored that he and his community have 

entrusted me with the preparation of this workbook for the classes. I ask Allah to grant us all success, 

and to bless all of the scholars, students of knowledge, organizers, attendees, and supporters 

involved, and to make our cooperation a source of joy for us the Day we meet Him. 

In this workbook, you will find the original Arabic text of the book, Masaa'il al-Jaahiliyyah, paired 

with my translation of it into English, with ample space to take notes for each point. Appendices in 

the back provide a chain of transmission for the text, the complete, uninterrupted text of the English 

translation, and the fully voweled Arabic text of the book as well. 

You will also find a total of 12 quizzes to challenge your understanding and memorization of this 

important text. Five daily quizzes with multiple choice questions have been prepared to check your 

                                                          
2 Saheeh al-Bukhaaree (no. 30, 6050), Saheeh Muslim (no. 1661). See: Aspect #95, p.102. 
3 From his classes explaining Masaa'il al-Jaahiliyyah (p.1, slightly adapted), as found on his official website at 
this link: https://www.saleh.af.org.sa/sites/default/files/books/023.pdf (Accessed: November 15, 2019). 

http://www.twitter.com/hikmahpubs
http://www.twitter.com/gtownmasjid
http://www.twitter.com/gtownmasjid
https://www.saleh.af.org.sa/sites/default/files/books/023.pdf
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understanding of the lessons of each of the five days of the seminar. A 25-question mastery test 

awaits you once you have studied the entire book and reviewed the five quizzes. For more advanced 

students who choose to memorize the Arabic text along with its study, five more daily quizzes and 

another comprehensive test are also included.4 

Beyond this winter's lessons, students are further encouraged to review this text by committing to 

an even more dedicated study, using one of the [Arabic] explanations of the following scholars: 

 Shaykh Mahmood al-Aaloosee [d.1270], may Allah have Mercy on him [printed]  

 Shaykh Ahmad ibn Yahyaa an-Najmee [d.1429], may Allah have Mercy on him [printed] 

 Shaykh Zayd al-Madkhalee [d.1435], may Allah have Mercy on him [printed] 

 Shaykh Saalih al-Fowzaan, may Allah preserve him [printed] 

 Shaykh Saalih ibn 'Abdil-'Azeez Aal ash-Shaykh, may Allah preserve him [recordings] 

 Shaykh 'Abdur-Razzaaq al-Badr, may Allah preserve him [recordings] 

In the English Language, perhaps there may be some benefit in reviewing a set of freely available 

recordings hosted by our brothers at TROID (www.TROID.org). These classes were readings from the 

printed explanation of Shaykh Saalih al-Fowzaan (may Allah preserve him). By the Permission of 

Allah, and success is only through Him, the book was completed in 39 sessions in the year 1434. 

I ask Allah that He grant me and you success in attaining His Pleasure and in drawing near to Him. 
May He -the Exalted and Most High- raise the rank of Muhammad and grant him and his family and 
companions an abundance of peace. 

 

A B U L - ' A B B A A S  
MO O S AA  R IC H A RD S O N  
Ed u c at i on  D i r ect or   
F i rst  Musl im Mosque  
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
Email: MR@bakkah.net 
Twitter: @1MMeducation
  

                                                          
4 There are some minor differences between some of the printings of the books, Masaa'il al-Jaahiliyyah. The 
text used for this workbook is intended to match, for the most part, the printing used in Shaykh Saalih al-
Fowzaan's explanation. 

https://www.troid.org/authors/events-classes-courses-seminars/249-classes/1467-class-explanation-of-masail-al-jahiliyyah
https://www.troid.org/authors/events-classes-courses-seminars/249-classes/1467-class-explanation-of-masail-al-jahiliyyah
https://www.troid.org/authors/events-classes-courses-seminars/249-classes/1467-class-explanation-of-masail-al-jahiliyyah
http://www.firstmuslimmosque.com/
mailto:MR@bakkah.net
http://www.twitter.com/1mmeducation
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An old Egyptian printing, nearly a century old, of Shaykh Mahmood al-Aaloosee's explanation of 

Masaa'il al-Jaahiliyyah. (May Allah have Mercy on him.) 
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INTRODUCTION 
The Text, the Author, and the Topic 
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 لَ ه  أَ  مَ لا ســــــــــــــَ وَ  هِ ي  لَ عَ  ى اللهُ لا صــــــــــــــَ  اللهِ  ولُ ســــــــــــــُ ا رَ يهَ فِ  فَ الَ خَ  ور  مُ أُ  هِ ذِ هَ 
ــــــــــجَ ال ــــــــــ، مِ يَ ي ِ م ِ الُ وَ  يَ ي ِ ابِ تَ الكِ  ةِ يا لِ اهِ ـ ِِ ا لَ ما ـ ــــــــــنَ    .هِ تِ فَ رِ ع  مَ  ن  عَ  مِ لِ س  مُ ل  ى لِ ـ
ُ ب ـَت ـَا ت ـَهَ د ِ ضـــــــــــــــِ بِ وَ    دُ الضـــــــــــــــِ   هُ نَ ســــــــــــــ  حُ  رُ هِ ظ  يُ  دُ الضـــــــــــــــِ  فَ   ءُ ايَ شــــــــــــــ  الَ  يا

 

 

 
These are affairs in which the Messenger of Allah -may Allah raise his rank 
and grant him peace- opposed the people of Jaahiliyyah, the People of 
Scripture, as well as the illiterate people [with no book]. These affairs are 
absolutely necessary for every Muslim to know about. 

An opposite highlights the good of its counterpart,  
        As by way of their opposites, things are made clear. 

  
In the Name of Allah, 

The Most Gracious,  

The Ever-Merciful  
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DISBELIEF 
The Most Dangerous Aspect of Jaahiliyyah  

 هِ ي  لَ عَ  ى اللهُ لا صَ  ولُ سُ الرا  هِ بِ  اءَ ا جَ مَ ـبِ  بِ ل  القَ  انِ مَ ـي  إِ  مُ دَ عَ  :ار  طَ ا خَ هَ د  شَ أَ ا وَ يهَ ا فِ مَ  م  هَ أَ فَ 
ــلَ إِ  افَ ضَ ان   نِ إِ ، فَ مَ لا سَ وَ  ــال لُ ه  أَ  هِ ي  لَ ا عَ مَ  انُ سَ ح  تِ اس   كَ لِ ى ذَ ـ ــ، تَ ةِ يا لِ اهِ جَ ـ ــال تِ ما ـ ،  ةُ ارَ سَ خَ ـ
ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــالَ ع ــَت ـَ الَ ا ق ــَم ــَكَ    لج كم كل كخ كح  كج قم ُّٱى: ـ

 [.52]العنكبوت:  َّ لح
The most crucial and severely dangerous of that is the lack of heart-based faith in what 
the Messenger came with, may Allah raise his rank and grant him peace. When that is 
coupled with admiration of the what the people of Jaahiliyyah are/were upon, it is then a 
complete loss, as He, the Most High, says, "Those who believe in falsehood and disbelieve 
in Allah, such are the true losers." [29:52] 
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ASPECT  1 
Calling upon Saints for their Intercession 

 ونَ يدُ رِ ، يُ هِ تِ ادَ بَ عِ وَ  اللهِ  اءِ عَ ي دُ ـفِ  نَ ـيحِ ـالِ الصا  اكِ رَ ش  بِِ  ونَ دُ با عَ ت ـَي ـَ م  هُ ـنا أَ  ى:ـلَ وْ الُ  ةُ لَ أَ سْ مَ ـال
 الَ ا قَ مَ ، كَ ب ونهَُ لِظنَِ هِم  أَنا اَلله يـُـــــحِب  ذَلِكَ، وَأَنا الصاالـِـــــحِيــــــنَ يـُـــــحِ  اللهِ  دَ ن  عِ  م  هُ ت ـَاعَ فَ شَ 
  ئه ئم ئخ ئح ئج يي يى  ين يم يز ير ٱُّى: ــــــــــــــــــــالَ عَ ت ـَ

  قى في فى ثي ُّٱى: ــــــــــــــــــــالَ عَ ت ـَ الَ قَ [، وَ 18]يونس:   َّبخ بح  بج

 [.3]الزمر:  َّ لى لم كي كى كم كل كا  قي
 THE FIRST ASPECT: In their worship, they would direct a share of their supplications and 

other rites to righteous people (saints), while that was to be for Allah alone. They assumed 
that such people could intercede for them in front of Allah, and that Allah loved that, and 
that the righteous also loved that, as He, the Most High, says, "They worship those beside 
Allah who do not harm them, nor benefit them, saying: These are our intercessors with 
Allah." [10:18] He, the Most High, also says, "And those who take protectors besides Allah 
[say]: We do not worship them except that they bring us closer to Allah." [39:3] 
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ASPECT  1 
The Most Crucial Point of Opposition 

 ،صِ لَ خ  ل ِ ى بِ تَ أَ ، فَ مَ لا سَ وَ  هِ ي  لَ عَ  ى اللهُ لا صَ  اللهِ  ولُ سُ ا رَ يهَ فِ  م  هُ فَ الَ خَ  ةٍ لَ أَ س  مَ  مُ ظَ ع  أَ  هِ ذِ هَ وَ 
ــــــــــــَ بخ  أَ وَ  ــــــــــــجَ بِهِ  لَ سَ ر  ي أَ ذِ الا  اللهِ  ينُ دِ  هُ نا أَ  رَ ـ  لا إِ  الِ مَ ع  الَ  نَ مِ  لُ بَ ق   ي ـُلَ  هُ نا أَ ، وَ لِ سُ الر   يعَ مِ ـ
سَنُواا مَ  لَ عَ ف ـَ ن  مَ  نا أَ  رَ ـبَ خ  أَ ، وَ صُ الِ خَ لـا تَح   .ارُ النا  اهُ وَ أ  مَ وَ  ةَ نا جَ ـال هِ ي  لَ عَ  اللهُ  مَ را حَ  د  قَ ف ـَ اس 

This is the greatest issue the Messenger of Allah opposed them in, may Allah raise his 
rank and grant him peace. In contrast, he came with true sincerity [of Monotheistic 
worship], and he informed them that this was the true Religion of Allah with which He had 
sent all Messengers. No deed would ever be accepted, except one done sincerely [for 
Allah alone]. Additionally, he informed them that whoever did whatever they deemed to 
be correct (i.e. polytheism) would be barred by Allah from entering Paradise, and the 
abode of such a person would be Hell. 
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ــــــــالهِيَ  هِ ذِ هَ وَ  ــــــــتِ الا  ةُ لَ أَ س  مَ ـ ــــــــي  ا ب ـَهَ لِ ج  لَِ  اسُ النا  قَ را فَ ي ت ـَـ  تِ عَ ق ـَا وَ هَ دَ ن  عِ ، وَ رٍ افِ كَ وَ  مٍ لِ س  مُ  نَ ـ
ـــــال عَ رِ ا شُ هَ لِ ج  لَِ ، وَ ةُ اوَ دَ العَ  ـــــالَ عَ ت ـَ الَ ا قَ مَ ، كَ ادُ هَ جِ ـ   جح ثم  ته تم ُّٱى: ـ
 [.39]النفال:  َّخم خج حم حج جم

ASPECT  1 
The Dividing Line Between Faith and Disbelief 

This is the issue that caused Mankind to split into Muslims and disbelievers. Over it, 
religious animosity occurs, and jihad (military confrontation) was legislated, as He, the 
Most High, says: "And fight them until there remains no fitnah (polytheism) and the 
Religion is entirely for Allah." [8:39] 
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ASPECT  2 
Splitting into Religious Factions 

 نج مم مخ مح ٱُّى: ـالَ عَ ت ـَ الَ ا قَ مَ ، كَ م  هِ نِ ي  ي دِ ـفِ  ونَ قُ ر ِ فَ ت ـَمُ  م  هُ ـنا أَ  :ةُ يَ انِ الثَّ 
 ىتَ أَ ، فَ ابُ وَ الصا  وَ هُ  كَ لِ ذَ  أَنا  نَ و  رَ ي ـَ، وَ م  اهُ يَ ن ـ ي دُ ـفِ  كَ لِ ذَ كَ [، وَ 32]الروم:   َّ نح

  تم تز تر بي بى بن بم بز بر ئي ُّٱ: هِ لِ و  قَ بِ  نِ ي  ي الد ِ ـفِ  اعِ مَ تِ ج  لِ بِ 

  َّ كا قي قى  في فى ثي ثنثى ثم ثز ثر تي تى تن
 .[13]الشورى: 

THE SECOND ASPECT: They were divided in their religion, as He, the Most High, says: 
"Each party would rejoice with what it had." [30:32] Likewise, in their worldly matters [they 
were also divided]. They considered this [division] to be correct. In contrast, He (Allah) 
sent them [orders of] religious solidarity, saying: "He has legislated for you in the Religion 
what He enjoined upon Nooh (Noah), that which He sent as revelation to you, and that 
which He enjoined upon Ibraaheem (Abraham), Moosaa (Moses), and 'Eesaa (Jesus): That 
you establish the Religion and do not be divided within it." [42:13] 
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ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــالَ ع ـــَت ـَ الَ ق ـــَوَ    َّتم تز تر  بي بى بن بم بز بر ئي ُّٱى: ـ
  ئم ئخ ئح ئج  يي  ُّٱ: هِ لِ و  قَ بِ  م  هِ تِ هَ ـــابَ شَ مُ  ن   عَ انََّ هَ ـــنَ وَ  [.159 ]النعام:

ـــــــــــــــنَ وَ ، [105 ]آل عمران: َّبم بخ بح بج ئه ـــــــــــــــفِ  قِ ر  فَ التـا  نِ  عَ انََّ هَ ـ  نِ ي  ي الد ِ ـ
 [.103]آل عمران:   َّئم ئز ئر ّٰ ِّ ُّ ُّٱ: هِ لِ و  قَ بِ 

ASPECT  2 
Splitting into Religious Factions (Cont'd) 

Also, He, the Most High, says: "Verily, those who split up their religion and became sects, 
you have nothing at all to do with them." [7:159] He has even forbidden us from resembling 
them, with His Statement: "Do not be like those who split up and differed after clear 
evidences came to them." [3:105] Additionally, He has forbidden us from splitting into 
religious sects with His Statement: "Hold fast to the Rope of Allah, all together, and do not 
be divided." [3:103]  
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ASPECT  3 
Disregarding and Opposing the Authorities 

 لٌّ ذُ  لَهُ  ةَ اعَ الطا وَ  عَ م  السا ، وَ ة  لَ يـ  ضِ فَ  هُ لَ  ادِ يَ قِ ن  الِ  مَ دَ عَ وَ  رِ م  الَ  ي ِ ـلِ وَ  ةَ فَ الَ خَ ـمُ  نا أَ  :ةُ ثَ الِ الثَّ 
، ةِ لَ الوُ  رِ و  ى جَ لَ عَ  رِ ـب  لصا بِ  رَ مَ أَ ، وَ مَ لا سَ وَ  هِ ي  لَ عَ  ى اللهُ لا صَ  اللهِ  ولُ سُ رَ  م  هُ فَ الَ خَ ، فَ ة  انَ هَ مَ وَ 
 .ادَ عَ أَ وَ  هِ ي  فِ  ىدَ ب  أَ ، وَ كَ لِ ي ذَ فـِ ظَ لا َِ ، وَ ةِ يحَ صِ النا وَ  م  هُ ـلَ  ةِ اعَ الطا وَ  عِ م  لسا بِ  رَ مَ أَ وَ 

THE THIRD ASPECT: They considered opposing the leader and not recognizing his 
authority to be virtuous, while hearing and obeying was considered lowly and disgraceful. 
So, the Messenger of Allah, may Allah raise his rank and grant him peace, opposed them 
and ordered [the people] to be patient with the leaders' transgressions. He ordered them 
to hear, obey, and offer advice. He emphasized this greatly, time and time again. 
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ــــتِ الا هِيَ  ثُ لَ الثا  الـــــمَسَاِ لُ  هِ هذِ وَ  ــــي جَ ـ  مَ لا سَ وَ  هِ ي  لَ عَ  ى اللهُ لا صَ  هُ ن  عَ  صَحا ا مَ ي  ا فِ هَ ن ـَيـ  ب ـَ عَ مَ ـ
ـــــــــــــــــفِ  ِ حَ ي  حِ ي الصـــا ـ  هِ وا بِ كُ رِ شـــ   تُ لَ ، وَ هُ و دُ بُ ع  ت ـَ ن  : أَ ث  لَ ثَ  م  كُ ى لَ ض ـــَر  ي ـَ اللهَ  نا إِ : »الَ قَ  هُ نا أَ  ي 

ــــــــــــــــوا بِ مُ ص ــِتَ ع  ت ـَ ن  أَ ا، وَ ئ  يـ  ش ــَ ــــــــــــــــجَ  اللهِ  لِ ب  حَ ـ  اللهُ  هُ لا وَ  ن  وا مَ حُ اص ــِنَ ت ـُ ن  أَ وا، وَ قُ را فَ  ت ـَلَ ا وَ يع  مِ ـ
ـــــــــــلَ وَ  ،«م  كُ رَ م  أَ  ـــــــــــفِ  ل  لَ خَ  ع  قَ ي ـَ م  ـ ـــــــــــي  لِ لَ خ  الِ  بِ بَ سَ  بِ لا إِ  م  اهُ يَ ن ـ دُ وَ  اسِ النا  نِ ي  ي دِ ـ  هِ ذِ هَ فـِ

 ا.هَ ضِ ع  ب ـَ و  أَ  ثِ لَ الثا 

ASPECTS 1-3 
The Significance of These First Three Aspects 

These three issues have been mentioned all together in what was authentically recorded 
from him, may Allah raise his rank and grant him peace, in the two Saheeh compilations, 
that he said: "Verily, Allah is pleased with three things for you: That you worship Him 
without ascribing any partners to Him at all, that you hold fast to the Rope of Allah, all 
together, without being divided, and that you advise those whom Allah has placed in 
charge of your affair." There has never been any deficiency in the people's Religious or 
worldly affairs, except that it was due to a lapse in these three matters, or in some of them. 
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ASPECT  4 
Taqleed: A Shared Principle of All Disbelievers 

 يعِ مِ جَ ـى لِ ر َـب  الكُ  ةُ دَ اعِ القَ  وَ هُ ف ـَ ،يدُ لِ ق  ا التـا هَ مُ ظَ ع  أَ  ولٍ صُ ى أُ لَ عَ  يٌّ ـنِ ب  مَ  م  هُ ن ـَي ـ دِ  نا أَ  :ةُ عَ ابِ الرَّ 
 مم مخ مح مج لي لى لم لخ ُّٱى: ـالَ عَ ت ـَ الَ ا قَ مَ ، كَ م  هِ رِ آخِ وَ  م  هِ ـلِ وا أَ  ارِ فا الكُ 

 َّ يج هي هى هم هج ني نى نم نخ نح نج مي مى

 بز بر ئي ئى ئن ئم ئز  ئر ّٰ ِّ ُّ ُّٱى: ـالَ عَ ت ـَ الَ قَ [، وَ 23 ]الزخرف:

 .[21]لقمان:   َّ ثر تي تى تن تم  تز تر بىبي بن بم
THE FOURTH ASPECT: Their religion was based on certain foundations, the greatest of 
which was blind following. This has always been the core principle of all disbelievers, the 
first and last of them, as He, the Most High, says: "And thus We sent no warner before you 
to any nation, except that their extravagant ones said: We found our forefathers upon a 
way, so we shall remain following in their footsteps." [43:23] He, the Exalted, also says: 
"When it is said to them: Follow what Allah has revealed! They say: Instead, we shall follow 
what we found our fathers upon! Even if the Shaytaan were calling them to the torment of 
the Blazing Fire?!" [31:21] 
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 غجغم عم عج ظم طح ضم  ضخ ضجضح صم صخ صح ُّٱ: هِ لِ و  قَ بِ  م  هُ تَ أَ فَ 

 يح يج  هي هى هم هج ُّٱ: هِ لِ و  ق ـَوَ ، [46 ]سبأ: ةَ الآيَ  ، َّفم فخ  فح فج

 [.3]العراف:   َّ ٍّ ٌّ ىٰ ذٰرٰ يي يى يم يخ

ASPECT  4 
Taqleed: A Shared Principle… (Cont'd) 

So He delivered His Word to them: "Say: I only admonish you with a single thing – that 
you stand up [in worship] unto Allah [alone], in groups and individually, and then reflect. 
There is no demon possessing your companion!" [34:46] And He says: "Follow that which 
has come down to you from your Lord, and do not follow others less than Him, [taking 
them] as protectors. Little is the reflection you offer." [7:3] 
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ASPECT  5 
The Majority Vote: Being Deluded by Numbers 

ـــــال ـــــــبَ ك  أَ  ن  مِ  نا أَ  :ةُ سَ امِ خَ ـ ـــــــتِ ِ  الِ  مُ هِ دِ اعِ وَ ق ـَ رِ ـ ـــــــيَ ، وَ رِ ثَ ك  لَ بِ  ارَ رَ ـ  ةِ حا ى صِ لَ عَ  هِ بِ  ونَ ج  تَ ح  ـ
، كَ لِ ذَ  د ِ ضـــــــِ بِ  م  هُ تَ أَ ، فَ هِ لِ ه  أَ  ةِ لا قِ ، وَ هِ تِ بَ ر  غُ بِ  ءِ ي  الشـــــــا  نِ لَ ط  ى بُ لَ عَ  ونَ ل  دِ تَ ســـــــ  يَ ، وَ ءِ ي  الشـــــــا 

َِ ـفِ  هُ حَ ضَ و  أَ وَ   .آنِ ر  القُ  نَ مِ  عٍ ضِ و  مَ  رِ ـي  ي 

THE FIFTH ASPECT: From their most central foundations was to be influenced by the 
majority. They would cite the majority as their evidence for something's correctness. Thus, 
their proof for something being false would be [merely] its strangeness and the limited 
number of its supporters. So, He sent them [Revelation proving] the opposite of that and 
clarified it in more than one passage of the Quran. 
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ـــلبِ  اجُ جَ تِ ح  الِ  :ةُ سَ ادِ السَّ  ـــيمِ د ِ قَ ت ـَمُ ـ   َّ كل شه شم سه سم ُّٱ: هِ لِ و  قَ ، كَ نَ ـ
 [.24 مؤمني:ـ]ال َّ حج جم جح ثم ته تم ُّٱ ،[51 ]طه:

 

ASPECT  6 
Using the Ways of the Ancestors as proofs 

THE SIXTH ASPECT: Using ancestors as proofs, like [what is found] in His 
Statement: "So then what about the first generations?!" [20:51] Also, "We have not 
heard of this from our forefathers of old!" [23:24] 
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ASPECT  7 
Using the Rich and Powerful as Proofs 

 الِ مَ ـالوَ  كِ ل  مُ ـي الـفِ ، وَ الِ مَ ع  الَ وَ  امِ هَ فـ  ي الَ فـِى و  ق ـُ وا  طُ ع  أُ  مٍ و  قَ بِ  لُ لَ د  تِ س  الِ  :ةُ عَ ابِ السَّ 
 َّ تج به بم بخ بح بج ُّٱ: هِ لِ و  قَ بِ  كَ لِ ذَ  اللهُ  دا رَ ، ف ـَاهِ جَ ـالوَ 

 هج ني نى نم نخ نح نج  مي ُّٱ: هِ لِ و  ق ـَوَ  ،[26 ]الحقاف:
 مح مج لي ُّٱ: هِ لِ و  ق ـَوَ ، [89]البقرة:  َّيح يج هي هى هم

 [.146 ]البقرة:  َّمخ
THE SEVENTH ASPECT: Citing [the behavior of] those given strength in understanding, 
deeds, authority, wealth, and/or status as evidence. Allah responded to that with His 
Statement: "And We certainly did enable them in ways We have not enabled you in." [46:26] 
And His Statement: "They had previously sought victory over those who had disbelieved, 
yet when there came to them what they were familiar with, they disbelieved in it." [2:89] 
And His Statement: "They know him as much as they know their own children." [2:146] 
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  سم ُّٱ: هِ لِ و  قَ ، كَ اءُ فَ عَ  الض  لا إِ  هُ ع  بِ تا ي ـَ م  ـــــــــــلَ  هُ نا بَِ  ءِ ي  الشا  نِ لَ ط  ى بُ لَ عَ  لُ لَ د  تِ س  الِ  :ةُ نَ امِ الثَّ 

  مم مخ مح ُّٱ: هِ ل ــِو  ق ـَوَ ، [111 ]الشـــــــــــــــعراء: َّ كل شه شم سه

 .[53 ]النعام: َّ ني نى نم نخ ُّٱ: هِ لِ و  قَ بِ  اللهُ  هُ دا رَ ، ف ـََّنج مي مى

ASPECT  8 
Rejecting the Truth Because the Weak Follow it 

THE EIGHTH ASPECT: Trying to disprove something by claiming only the weak and 
meager follow it, like [what is found in] His Statement: "Shall we believe for you whilst the 
most meagre [of the people] follow you?!" [26:111] And His Statement: "Are such [poor] 
people favored by Allah from among us?" To which He responded with His Statement: "Is 
not Allah most knowledgeable about those who are truly grateful?" [6:53] 
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ASPECT  9 
Taking Evil Scholars as Role Models 

  ئز ئر ّٰ  ِّ ُّ ُّٱ: هِ لِ و  قَ ى بِ تَ أَ ، فَ اءِ مَ لَ العُ  ةِ قَ سَ فَ بِ  اءُ دَ تِ ق  الِ  :ةُ عَ اسِ التَّ 
  َّتر بي بى بن بم بز بر  ئي ئى ئن ئم

 يه يم يخ يح يج هٰ هم هج نه نم نخ نح نج ُّٱ: هِ لِ و  ق ـَوَ ، [34]التوبة: 

 [.77ما دة: ـ]ال  َّ ثم ته تم به بم ئه ئم
THE NINTH ASPECT: Taking evil scholars as role models, and so He sent them His 
Statement: "O you who have believed! Indeed, there are many priests and monks who 
devour the people's wealth in falsehood, while they block [them] from the path of Allah." 
[9:34] And His Statement: "Do not go to extremes in your religion, but just [follow] the 
Truth. And do not follow the desires of a people who have gone astray long ago, those 
who misguided many, straying themselves far from the correct path." [5:77] 
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 مِ دَ عَ ، وَ هِ لِ ه  أَ  امِ هَ فـ  أَ  ةِ لا قِ بِ  نِ ي  الد ِ  نِ لَ ط  ى بُ لَ عَ  لُ لَ د  تِ ســــــــــ  الِ  :ةُ رَ اشـــــــِ العَ 
 [.27 ]هود:  َّ ضم  ضخ  ُّٱ م :هِ ـلِ و  قَ ، كَ م  هِ ظِ ف  حِ 

ASPECT  10 
Claims About the Followers of the Truth 

THE TENTH ASPECT: Claiming that the falsity of a religion is proven by 
the poor understanding of some of its adherents, and their lack of 
memorization, like their statement [referring to the followers of the 
Prophets]: "Those of simple, undeveloped (primitive) opinions." [11:27] 
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ASPECT  11 
Using False Analogies as Proofs 

ـــــــال ــــــــــلِ و  قَ ، كَ دِ سِ االفَ  اسِ يَ لقِ بِ  لُ لَ د  تِ س  الِ  :ةَ رَ شْ عَ  ةَ يَ ادِ حَ ـ : م  هِ ـ
 [.10 ]إبراهيم:  َّ طح ضم ضخ ضح ضج ُّٱ

THE ELEVENTH ASPECT: Using false analogies as proofs, like 
their statement: "You are only human beings like us." [14:10] 
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 هُ لَ بـ  ا ق ـَمَ ا وَ ذَ هَ ــــــــلِ  عُ امِ جَ ــــــــالوَ  ،حِ ي  حِ الصا  سِ ايَ القِ  ارُ كَ ن  إِ  :ةَ رَ شْ عَ  ةَ يَ انِ الثَّ 
 .قِ ارِ الفَ وَ  عِ امِ جَ ـال مِ ه  ف ـَ مُ دَ عَ 

ASPECT  12 
Rejecting Sound Analogies 

THE TWELFTH ASPECT: Rejecting sound analogies. This aspect and 
the previous one share something in common. They both result from 
not understanding why issues are similar and should share the same 
ruling, and why other issues are different and deserve different rulings. 
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ــــفِ  و  لُ الغُ  :ةَ رَ شْ عَ  ةَ ثَ الِ الثَّ  ــــالِ الصا وَ  اءِ مَ لَ ي العُ ـ   لم لخ ُّٱ: هِ لِ و  قَ ، كَ نَ ـــــ  يحِ ـ

 [.171]النساء:  َّنح نج مي مى  مم مخ مح مج لي لى
 

ASPECT  13 
Fanaticism Towards the Scholars & Righteous 

THE THIRTEENTH ASPECT: Having fanaticism towards the scholars and the 
righteous people, like His Statement: "O People of the Book! Do not go to excesses 
in your religion! And do not say regarding Allah except the Truth." [4:171] 
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 يُ ف  النـا  يَ هِ وَ  ةٍ دَ اعِ ى قَ لَ عَ  يٌّ ــــــــــــــــــــــــــنِ ب  مَ  مَ دا قَ ا ت ـَمَ  لا كُ   نا أَ  :ةَ رَ شــــــــْ عَ  ةَ عَ ابِ الرَّ 
 .جَاءَت  بِهِ الر سُلُ ا ما عَ  ونَ ضُ رِ ع  ي ـُ، وَ نا الظا ى وَ وَ هَ ـال ونَ عُ بِ تا ي ـَ، ف ـَاتُ بَ ث ـ الِ وَ 

ASPECT  14 
Misguided Negations & Affirmations  

THE FOURTEENTH ASPECT, which is the underlying principle behind 
everything which has preceded: Negating [what Allah has affirmed] and 
affirming [what He has negated]. They merely follow desires and 
conjecture, while they turn away from what the Messengers came with. 
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APPENDIX II 
Check Your Understanding of Aspects 1-14 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Answer the following multiple-choice questions about the introduction and the first 14 
aspects of Jaahiliyyah from the book, Aspects of the Days of Ignorance. 

1. The author of the book, Masaa'il al-Jaahiliyyah, is:  

 A  Ibn Taymiyah 
 B  Muhammad ibn 'Abdil-Wahhaab 
 C  'Abdur-Rahmaan ibn Hasan  
 D  'Abdul-'Azeez ibn Baaz 

2. The total number of issues, or mas'alahs (aspects), mentioned in the book is: 

 A  more than 100 
 B  more than 210 
 C  67 
 D  92 

3. In his introduction, what is the reason provided by the author for studying these evil, 
negative things? 

 A  Things are made clear by understanding their opposites, comparatively. 
 B  It is beneficial to love evil things in some situations. 
 C  The People of the Book ignored them, therefore we should focus on them. 
 D  These issues have been studied traditionally for over 1000 years. 

4. In his introduction, what combination of things does the author describe as a "total 
loss"?  

 A  atheism, polytheism, and speaking without knowledge 
 B  innovation and sinful behavior 
 C  these aspects from the days of Jaahiliyyah and hypocrisy in action 
 D  disbelief and fondness of what the people of Jaahiliyyah were upon 

5. In his introduction, which two main groups of people does the author refer to as people 
of Jaahiliyyah?  

 A  pre-Islamic Arabs and non-Arabs 
 B  Jews and Christians 
 C  the People of the Book and the unlettered Arabs before Islam 
 D  atheists and pre-Islamic Arabs 
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6. The people of Jaahiliyyah generally thought that calling upon saints was:   

 A  impermissible polytheism 
 B  something which Allah was pleased with 
 C  allowed, because those saints had more power and capability than Allah 
 D  something the saints themselves hated 

7. The people of Jaahiliyyah were divided into religious factions, so Allah:  

 A  allowed them to continue in that, so long as they were sincere in worship 
 B  discouraged that, but did not forbid it absolutely 
 C  encouraged them to continue in that  
 D  forbade that and ordered them with religious solidarity upon the Truth 

8. What is true about Jaahiliyyah and obedience to the ruler?  

 A  They used to obey the ruler in Jaahiliyyah, until Allah encouraged rebellion. 
 B  They used to disregard the ruler in Jaahiliyyah. 
 C  They considered obedience to the rulers a great honor and high virtue. 
 D  The rulers of Jaahiliyyah were righteous and pious. 

9. What does the author name as "the core principle of all disbelievers, the first and last of 
them"?  

 A  rebellion against authority figures 
 B  shirk (polytheism) 
 C  splitting into religious factions 
 D  taqleed (blind following) 

10. The People of Jaahiliyyah considered the Truth to be in agreement with:  

 A  the majority 
 B  the ways of their ancestors 
 C  the people of social status and prosperity 
 D  all of the above 
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APPENDIX VIII 
Check Your Memorization of Aspects 1-14 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Fill in the missing words and phrases from the first part of the Arabic text of the book, 
Aspects of the Days of Ignorance, from the Introduction to the 14th Aspect.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

1. The 

  

ـــــــجَ ال لَ ه  أَ  مَ لا سَ وَ  هِ ي  لَ عَ  ى اللهُ لا صَ  اللهِ  ولُ سُ ا رَ يهَ فِ  فَ الَ خَ  ور  مُ أُ  هِ ذِ هَ   _______ ةِ يا لِ اهِ ـ
ِِ ا لَ ما ـ، مِ _______وَ   _______. ن  عَ  مِ لِ س  مُ ل  ى لِ ـنَ  

 ___________ اهَ د ِ ضِ بِ وَ    دُ الض ِ  هُ نَ س  حُ  رُ هِ ظ  يُ  دُ الض ِ فَ  

ـــــال ـــــــنا : أَ  _____ ةُ لَ أَ سْ مَ ـ ـــــــالِ الصا  اكِ رَ ش  بِِ  ونَ دُ با عَ ت ـَي ـَ م  هُ ـ ـــــــيحِ ـ ـــــــفِ  نَ ـ  _________                      يـ
 __،لِظنَِ هِم  أَنا اَلله ________ اللهِ  دَ نـــــ  عِ  م  هُ ت ـَاعَ فـــــَ شـــــــــــــــَ  ونَ يـــــدُ رِ ، يُ ______وَ 

ـــــحِ  ـــــنَ يـُ ـــــحِيـ ـــــالَ عَ ت ـَ الَ ا قَ مَ ، كَ ب ونهَُ وَأَنا الصاالـِ  _______________ ين يم يز ير ُّٱ ى:ـ

ــــــــــــــــالَ عَ ت ـَ الَ قَ ، وَ [18]يونس:   َّبخ بح  بج ئه ئم__________________   ى:ـ
 [.3]الزمر: َّ__________________________  قي قى في فى ثيٱٱٱٱُّ
 

ي ـــفِ  مَ لا سَ وَ  هِ ي  لَ عَ  ى اللهُ لا صَ  هُ ن  عَ  صَحا ا مَ ي  ا فِ هَ ن ـَيـ  ب ـَ عَ مَ ـــي جَ ـــتِ الا هِيَ  ثُ لَ الثا  الـــمَسَاِ لُ  هِ هذِ وَ 
ِ حَ ي  حِ الصــــــا   _________________: ث  لَ ثَ  م  كُ ى لَ ضــــــَ ر  ي ـَ اللهَ  نا إِ : »لَ اقَ  هُ نا أَ  ي 

 ع  قَ ي ـَ م  ـــــلَ وَ  ،«____________________________________
 .________________________ لا إِ  م  اهُ يَ ن ـ دُ وَ  اسِ النا  نِ ي  ي دِ ـفِ  ل  لَ خَ 
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 _______________________ ولٍ صُ ى أُ لَ عَ  يٌّ ـــــــــــنِ ب  مَ  م  هُ ن ـَي ـ دِ  نا أَ  :ةُ عَ ابِ الرَّ 
  مم مخ مح مج لي لى لم لخ ُّٱى: ـالَ عَ ت ـَ الَ ا قَ مَ ، كَ _____________

 َّ _____________________________________________________________ مي مى

ــــــــــــــــالَ عَ ت ـَ الَ قَ ، وَ [23]الزخرف:   بز بر ئي ئى ئن ئم ئز  ئر ّٰ ِّ ُّ ُّٱى: ـ

  َّ _________________________________________ بىبي بن بم
  عج ظم طح ضم  ضخ ضجضح صم صخ صح ُّٱ: هِ لِ و  قَ بِ  م  هُ تَ أَ ، فَ [21]لقمان: 

: هِ لــــــــــِ و  قـــــــــــَ وَ ، [46 ]ســــــــــــــــــــــــبــــــــــأ: ةَ الآيــــــــــَ  ، َّفم فخ  فح فج غجغم عم
 .[3]العراف:   َّ_____________________________________________________  ُّٱ

 

 ئر ّٰ ِّ ُّ ُّٱ: هِ لِ و  قَ ى بِ تَ أَ ، فَ _________________ :ةُ عَ اسِ التَّ 
  بي بى بن بم بز بر  ئي ئى ئن ئم ئز
 _______________________________________________ ُّٱ: هِ لِ و  ق ـَوَ ، [34]التوبة:   َّتر

 .[77ما دة: ـ]ال  َّ ___________________________
 

ــــــــــــــــــفِ  و  لُ الغُ  :ةَ رَ شـــْ عَ  ةَ ثَ الِ الثَّ  ــــــــــــــــــالِ الصــــا وَ  اءِ مَ لَ ي العُ ـ ــــــــــــــــــ  يحِ ـ  ___________ ٱُّ: هِ لِ و  قَ ، كَ نَ ـ

 .[171]النساء:  َّ_______________________________________ 
 

 ونَ عُ بِ تا ي ـَ، ف ـَ__________ يَ هِ وَ  ةٍ دَ اعِ ى قَ لَ عَ  يٌّ ـــنِ ب  مَ  مَ دا قَ ا ت ـَمَ  لا كُ   نا أَ  :ةَ رَ شْ عَ  ةَ عَ ابِ الرَّ 
 .________جَاءَت  ا ما عَ  ونَ ضُ رِ ع  ي ـُ، وَ _____وَ  _____


